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head-quarters, that he might judge for himself of the state of affairs. But as some pretext was necessary for this, he commissioned him to bear an answer to the letter which Napoleon had written to him, complaining of the treaty entered into at Potsdam between Prussia and Eussia. Herr von Haugwitz arrived at Brtinn some days before the battle of Austerlitz, and would have liked very well to be able to stay until the great battle which was impending had been decided, so as to be in a position to advise his sovereign to stay still or to attack us, according as we were the winners or the losers. It needs no military training to see by the map what a Prussian army, starting from Breslau in Silesia, might have done, if it had marched through Bohemia and fallen on our rear towards Ratisbon. The Emperor, knowing that Von Haugwitz sent a messenger to Berlin every day, wished to let the news of the defeat and capture of Jellachich's army get there through him, which, owing to the rapid march of events, was not likely yet to have reached Prussia.
He took the following means to attain this end.
Duroc, the marshal of the household, after giving us notice of what we were expected to do, had all the Austrian colours which Massy and I had brought from Bregenz replaced privately in the quarters which we were occupying. Some hours afterwards, when the Emperor was talking in his study with Herr von Haugwitz, we repeated the ceremony of presentation in precisely the same manner as the first time. The Emperor, on hearing music in the court of his house, feigned astonishment, and went to the window followed by the ambassador. Seeing the trophies borne by the sergeants, he called the aide-de-camp on duty and asked what it all meant. The answer was that there were two aides-de-camp of Marshal Augereau, who were coming to bring the Emperor the colours of Jellachich's Austrian army which had been captured at Bregenz. We were ordered to enter, and there, without winking, and as if he had never seen us, Napoleon received the letter of Augereau, which had been sealed up, and read it, although he had known the contents for four days. Then he questioned us, making us enter into th$on Haugwitz, to the French
